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Minutes  of  the  
Ninth Meeting of Executive Council (2019-21) of Indian Society of Plant Genetic 
Resources, New Delhi  
 
Date:	April	7,	2021	 Time:	4.00	p.m.	onwards	 Agenda:	Annexure	1	
	
Venue:	Online	(via	ZOOM)	
	
Chair	 	 Dr	R.S.	Paroda	 President,	ISPGR	
Members	 	Dr	R.C.	Agrawal	 Vice	President,	ISPGR	
	 	Dr	Sunil	Archak	 Editor-in-Chief	
	 	Dr	Rakesh	Singh	 Joint	Secretary,	ISPGR	
	 	Dr	K.	Joseph	John	 Councillor	(SZ)	
	 	Dr	Amit	Kumar	Singh	 Councillor	(NZ)	
	 	Dr	Sanjeev	Kumar	Singh	 Councillor	(NZ)	
	 	Dr	Veerendra	Kumar	Verma	 Councillor	(EZ)	
	 	Dr	Mohan	Lal	 Councillor	(EZ)	
	 	Dr	Pramod	Wasudeo	Ramteke		 Councillor	(CZ)	
	 	Dr	Kartar	Singh	 Councillor	(WZ)	
Member	Secretary	 	 Dr	Anuradha	Agrawal	 General	Secretary	
Others	were	not	able	to	join	due	to	preoccupation	
	
	
Agenda	1:	Confirmation	of	the	Minutes	of	Eighth	EC	Meeting	held	on	Feb.	6,	2021	and	
Action	Taken	Report		
	
• 	Dr	Anuradha	Agrawal,	General	Secretary,	welcomed	the	EC	members	and	thanked	them	for	

their	 presence.	 She	 informed	 that	 Dr	 Kuldeep	 Singh,	 Vice	 President,	had	 informed	 about	
his	inability	to	join	today.	
	

• The	minutes	of	the	Seventh	EC	Meeting	held	on	Feb.	6,	2021	were	confirmed.	
	
• Thereafter,	the	ATR	report	was	presented	by	the	General	Secretary	(Annexure	2).	
	
• With	 respect	 to	inviting	 virtual	 symposia	 on	 topical	 issues	 related	 to	 PGR,	 Dr	

Paroda	suggested	 that	 a	 committee	 of	 Drs	 RC	 Agrawal,	Dinesh	 Kumar,	Anuradha	
Agrawal,	and	Sunil	 Archak	 may	 like	 to	 review	 the	 possible	 theme	 and	 the	 guidelines	
suitably.	 Further,	 invitation	 to	 specific	 institutes	 could	 go	 and	 Zonal	 Councillors	 and	 Joint	
Secretary	could	proactively	coordinate	the	activity.	

(Action:	Joint	Secretary	&	Zonal	Councillors)	
	

• President	also	advised	 that	proceedings	of	National	Webinar	on	“Virtual	Brainstorming	on	
Digital	Sequence	Information	and	Germplasm	Sharing’,”	held	on	March	1,	2021,	be	expedited	
and	uploaded	on	ISPGR	website.	

(Action:	General	Secretary)	
	
Agenda	2:	General	Secretary’s	Report	
	
• Dr	Anuradha	Agrawal	presented	the	General	Secretary’s	report	(Annexure	3).	

	
• Dr	Paroda	was	happy	about	the	announcement	of	2nd	IAC,	which	appears	to	be	a	reality	after	

four	 years	 by	 many	 including	 himself	 and	 Ms	 Ann	 Tutwiler,	 Former	 DG,	Bioversity	
International	and	also	the	interest	shown	by	Dr	Juan	Lucas,	the	current	DG	of	the	Alliance.	
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He	 advised	 ISPGR	 EC	 to	 take	 a	 proactive	 role	 and	 suggest	 suitable	 names	 for	 various	
committees,	 identify	 suitable	 leading	 topics	along	with	 scientists	 from	 India	who	could	be	
invited	as	speakers.		

(Action:	General	Secretary	and	Editor-in-Chief)	
	

Agenda	3:	Editor-in-Chief’s	Report		
	
• Dr	 Sunil	 Archak	 presented	 the	 EIC’s	 report	 (Annexure	 4).	 He	 apprised	 the	 status	 of	

manuscripts,	and	printing	of	IJPGR.		
	

• The	President	appreciated	work	done	by	EIC,	Editors,	Reviewers	and	ISPGR	staff	in	journal	
updating	and	congratulated	all	for	increase	in	NAAS	rating	(from	5.12	to	5.54).	With	regard	
to	UGC	Care	list,	he	suggested	that	the	matter	may	be	taken	up	with	NAAS	in	writing	to	have	
the	issue	resolved.	

(Action:	Editor-in-Chief)	
Agenda	4:	Treasurer’s	Report	
	
• Dr	Dinesh	Kumar,	presented	the	Treasurer’s	Report	(Annexure	5).	

	
• It	 was	 urged	 that	 checking	 of	 accounts	 of	 IAC2016	 by	 Charted	 Accountant	 of	 ISPGR	 be	

expedited	to	settle	that	matter	with	BISA	at	the	earliest.		
(Action:	General	Secretary	and	Treasurer)	

	
• Membership	drive	to	continue,	with	a	target	of	at	least	1,000	members.	Scientists	and	post-

graduate	students	need	to	be	approached	individually.	
(Action:	Councillors	and	Treasurer)	

	
Agenda	5:	Confirmation	of	ISPGR	Awards	and	fixing	the	date	of	ISPGR	Award	Function	
	
• Proceedings	 of	 the	 ISPGR	 Award	 Committee	were	 presented	 to	 the	 EC	 (Annexure	6).	 The	

same	were	duly	ratified	as	such	by	the	EC.	The	EC	placed	on	record	the	appreciation	for	all	
the	members	of	the	ISPGR	Award	Committee	for	their	efforts	in	selecting	the	awardees.	The	
GS	may	take	action	to	inform	all	the	awardees.	

(Action:	General	Secretary)	
	

• Dr	 Paroda	 thanked	 the	 chairman	 Dr	 RS	 Rana	 and	 all	 Award	 Committee	 Members	 and	
appreciated	 the	 time	 taken	 by	 them	 to	 go	 through	 a	 large	 number	 of	 applications	 and	
coming	to	unanimous	decision	for	various	awards.	He	also	agreed	with	the	suggestion	by	the	
committee	 to	revisit	the	application	 form	of	Dr	HB	Singh	Memorial	Award	and	not	 to	have	
any	 scoring	 process	 for	 this	 life	 time	 achievement	 award.	 He	 desired	 that	 letters	of	
appreciation	be	sent	to	all	Award	Committee	members.	

(Action:	General	Secretary)	
	

• He	 further	 suggested	 that	 ISPGR	 may	 facilitate	 in	 publishing	 the	 works	 of	 individuals	
(including	ISPGR	awardees)	who	have	excelled	in	the	field	of	PGR.	
	

• It	was	suggested	that	ISPGR	award	function	be	held	in	May,	in	virtual	or	hybrid	mode,	along	
with	General	Body	Meeting	of	ISPGR.	It	was	also	agreed	by	EC	members	that	awardees	of	HB	
Singh	 Award,	 Barwale	 Award	 and	 RS	 Paroda	 Award	 make	 brief	 presentations	 of	 their	
achievements	during	the	ISPGR	Award	function,	provded	time	permits.		

(Action	:	General	Secretary	&	Treasurer)	
	

	
Agenda	6:	Remarks	by	Vice-President,	ISPGR	
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• Dr	R.C.	Agrawal,	Vice	President,	appreciated	the	work	being	undertaken	by	ISPGR	under	the	
dynamic	 leadership	 of	 Dr	 RS	 Paroda.	 He	 assured	 to	 extend	 his	 full	 support	 for	 all	 the	
activities	in	the	calendar	year,	especially	with	respect	to	2nd	IAC.		

	
Agenda	6:	Remarks	by	President,	ISPGR	
	
• Dr	R.S.	Paroda,	President,	ISPGR,	thanked	Vice	President	for	his	kind	words	and	said	that	he	

was	happy	that	the	Society	that	he	established	in	1987	has	grown	in	stature,	as	reflected	by	
its	varied	scientific	activities,	including	the	holding	of	1st	IAC.	

	
• He	 further	 suggested	 that	 visibility	 of	 Society	 be	 increased	 by	 improving	 its	 website,	

printing	new	brochure/flier	and	increasing	membership	drive.		
(Action:	General	Secretary	and	Joint	Secretary)	

	
• Dr	Paroda	placed	 on	 record	his	 appreciation	 to	 EC	members,	 especially	Drs	R.C.	 Agrawal,	

Kuldeep	Singh,	Anuradha	Agrawal,	Dinesh	Kumar	and	Sunil	Archak	for	their	untiring	efforts	
to	execute	various	Society	activities.	

	
	
The	meeting	ended	with	a	vote	of	thanks	to	the	Chair	and	all	EC	members	by	Dr	Rakesh	Singh,	
Joint	Secretary.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Anuradha	Agrawal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						R.S.	Paroda	
(General	Secretary)		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 								(President) 	
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Annexure 1 

Ninth	Meeting	of	the	ISPGR	Executive	Council	(EC)	(2019-
2021)	

April	7,	2021	(4.00	p.m.)	

Virtual	Meeting		

	

AGENDA	

4.00	–	4.05	p.m.	 Welcome	Remarks		 Anuradha	 Agrawal	
General	Secretary,	ISPGR	

4.05	–	4.10	p.m.	 Confirmation	 of	 the	 Minutes	 of	 Eight	 EC	
Meeting	 held	 on	 Feb.	 6,	 2021	 and	 Action	
Taken	Report	

4.10	–	4.20	p.m.	 General	 Secretary’s	 report	 (including	
preparation	of	2nd	IAC)	

4.20	–	4.30	p.m.	 Editor-in-Chief’s	report		 Sunil	 Archak																				
Editor-in-Chief,	IJPGR		

4.30	–	4.40	p.m.	 Treasurer’s	report		 Dinesh	 Kumar																		
Treasurer,	ISPGR	

4.40	-4.50	p.m.	 Confirmation	 of	 ISPGR	 Awards	 and	 fixing	
the	date	of	ISPGR	Award	Function	

Anuradha	 Agrawal	
General	Secretary,	ISPGR	

4.50	–	4.55	p.m.	 Any	other	item	 	

4.55	–	5.05	p.m.	 Remarks	by	Vice	President	 Kuldeep	Singh	

Vice	President,	ISPGR	

5.05–	5.15	p.m.	 Remarks	by	Vice	President	 R.C.	Agrawal	

Vice	President,	ISPGR	

5.415	–	5.25	p.m.	 Remarks	by	President	 R.S.	Paroda	

President,	ISPGR	

5.25	–	5.30	p.m.	 Vote	of	Thanks	 Rakesh	 Singh																				
Joint	Secretary,	ISPGR	
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Annexure 2 
ATR	on	the	Eighth	EC	Meeting	of	ISPGR	

	

	 Recommendation	 Action	

1. 	 The	 hard	 copies	 of	 the	 ABS	 webinar	 be	 shared	 with	 all	
concerned	 Ministries,	 Departments	 and	 Research	 Institutes	
for	wider	publicity.	

(Action:	General	Secretary)	

Needful	 has	 been	 done;	
>100	copies	shared	

	

2. 	 Dr	 Rakesh	 Singh	 suggested	 that	 proposals	 may	 be	 invited	
from	Universities	 to	hold	virtual	 symposia	on	 topical	 issues	
related	 to	 PGR,	 in	 which	 ISPGR	 would	 support	 a	 token	
amount	 (~Rs	 20,000)	 towards	 its	 arrangement.	 EC	 advised	
that	such	possibilities	be	explored.	

(Action:	Joint	Secretary	&	Councillors,	NZ)	

Draft	 prepared	 and	EC	 to	
suggest/approve	 (see	
details	on	next	page*)	

	

3. 	 Dr	 Sunil	 Archak	 briefed	 the	 EC	 about	 a	 ‘Virtual	
Brainstorming	 on	 Digital	 Sequence	 Information	 and	
Germplasm	 Sharing’	 being	 planned	 during	 last	 week	 of	
Feb/first	week	of	March	2021.	EC	approved	the	same.			
(Action:	Dr	Sunil	Archak	&	General	Secretary)		

National	 Webinar	 on	
“Virtual	Brainstorming	on	
Digital	 Sequence	
Information	 and	
Germplasm	Sharing’,”	was	
held	 on	 March	 1,	 2021,	
organized	 by	 ISPGR,	 New	
Delhi,	India.		

4. 	 EC	 approved	 the	 changes	 in	 Editorial	 Board	 as	 well	 for	
Editors,	and	suggested	that	letters	be	sent	accordingly	to	get	
consent	from	new	members,	at	the	earliest.		
(Action:	Editor-in-Chief	)	

Needful	 action	 initiated.	
Details	 to	 be	 provided	 in	
EIC’s	Report.	

5. 	 EC	 advised	 to	 get	 the	 accounts	 of	 IAC2016	 checked	 by	 its	
Charted	 Accountant.	 If	 any	 amount	 is	 due	 towards	 BISA,	
possibilities	may	 be	 discussed	with	 competent	 authority	 of	
BISA,	for	reconciliation	of	the	said	amount.		
	(Action:	General	Secretary	&	Treasurer,	ISPGR)		

The	vetting	of	accounts	 is	
not	 completed	 by	 the	 CA	
as	yet.		

6. 	 Dr	R.S.	Paroda,	President,	ISPGR,	advised	that	in	preparation	
for	 the	 2nd	 IAC,	 NBPGR	may	 consider	 coordinating	 a	 brief	
report	 on	 implementation	 of	 Delhi	 Declaration	 on	
Agrobiodiversity,	 in	 coordination	 with	 all	 other	 bureaus	 of	
ICAR	(fish,	animal,	microbes,	and	insects).	He	said	that	ISPGR	
would	be	happy	to	support/participate	in	this	endeavour.				
(Action:	Vice	Presidents	and	General	Secretary)		

Director,	 NBPGR	 has	
agreed	 to	 hold	 a	
workshop	 including	 all	
the	 five	 bureaus	 for	
prepare	the	status	report.	

7. 	 President	suggested	that	visibility	of	Society	be	increased	by	
improving	 its	 website,	 printing	 new	 brochure/flier	 and	
increasing	membership	drive.		
(Action:	General	Secretary	and	Joint	Secretary)		

New	 website	 template	
draft	 is	 prepared.	 After	
populating	 with	 suitable	
data,	 it	 may	 be	 ready	 for	
launching	in	a	month.	
Membership	 drive	 is	
being	 pursued	 by	 all	
Councilors	and	Treasurer.		
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*Theme for National Conference/Symposium/Workshop 
1. Production, Consumption and Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources. 
2. Crop Genetic Resources Conservation and Utilization. 

 
Application for seeking financial assistance for holding National Conference /Symposium/ Workshop 
by the University/ Research Institutes/ Research Centres in Collaboration with Indian Society of Plant 

Genetic Resources (ISPGR) 
 

S. No.  National Conference /Symposium/ 
Workshop 

1. Title of National Conference /Symposium/ Workshop  
2. Name of the Proposing University/ Research Institutes/ 

Research Centres 
 

3. Name and Full address of the office bearer with whom 
correspondence may be made, together with his 
telephone, Fax No. and Telegraphic address 

 

4. Proposed duration and Period  
5. Venue  
6. Expected No. of Participants  
7. Relevance of the event to ISPGR  
8. Programme Schedule and Theme  
9. Proposed budget of the event  
10. Estimated Income  
11. Registration fee details  
12. Assistance sought from ISPGR (in the form of seed 

money), if any required 
 

13. Any other information University/ Research Institutes/ 
Research Centres would like to furnish to ISPGR 

 

 
Signature of the Organizing Secretary/Convener --------------------- 
Name and address of the Organizing Secretary/Convener----------------- 
Designation: 
Contact No.---------------------------Mobile No.----------------------------- 
E-mail: 
Place: 
Date: 
*Seal of the Institute: 
 
Signature by the Director/Head of the Institute-------------------------------- 
Name and address of the Director/Head of the Institute------------------------ 
Contact No.---------------------------Mobile No.----------------------------- 
E-mail: 
Place: 
Date: 
*Seal of the Institute: 
 
(*Seal of the Institute on all the pages of the application form) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

For use of the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resource 
Proposal Received from: ------------------------------------------------------------ 
Financial Assistance sought: --------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reviewed by: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Recommended (Yes/No): ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Comments of Treasurer: -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Executive Committee: ------------------------------------------------------------------------  
     Approved for Rs. 
___________________________________________________________________________	 		
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Annexure 3 
Report	of	the	General	Secretary	

	
1. Report	 of	 Virtual	 Brainstorming	 on	 ‘Digital	 Sequence	 Information	 and	 Germplasm	

Sharing’	
ISPGR	organized	 the	above	virtual	brainstorming	 through	 the	Zoom	platform	on	March	1,	
2021.	 It	was	Co-Chaired	by	 the	 two	Vice-Presidents	 of	 ISPGR,	Dr	Kuldeep	 Singh,	Director,	
ICAR-NBPGR	and	Dr	R.C.	Agrawal,	DDG	(Education),	ICAR	and	National	Director,	NAHEP.	Dr	
R.S.	 Paroda,	 President,	 ISPGR,	 presided	 the	 session	 and	 provided	 his	 special	 remarks.	 Dr	
Sunil	 Archak,	 National	 Fellow,	 ICAR-NBPGR	 and	 Editor-in-Chief,	 Indian	 Journal	 of	 Plant	
Genetic	Resources	 (IJPGR)	moderated	 the	 session.	 Some	200	participants	 logged	 onto	 the	
Zoom	platform	and	attended	the	webinar.	The	proceedings	and	recommendations	are	under	
preparation.	
	

2. About	2nd	International	Agrobiodiversity	Congress		

The	 Alliance	 of	 Bioversity	 International	 and	 CIAT	 and	 Italian	 Government	 are	
organizing	the	2nd	International	Agrobiodiversity	Congress	in	partnership	with	
national	 and	 international	 research	 institutes	 and	 the	 UN	 Rome-based	 food	 and	
agriculture	 agencies.	 The	 Congress	 will	 build	 upon	 the	 work	 initiated	 by	 the	 1st	
International	 Agrobiodiversity	 Congress	 (India,	 2016),	 which	 culminated	 with	
the	adoption	of	 the	Delhi	Declaration	on	Agrobiodiversity	Management.	 ISPGR	had	
played	a	pivotal	role	in	organizing	the	1st	IAC2016.	

Dr	R.S.	 Paroda,	 President,	 ISPGR	 received	 the	 official	 invitation	 from	 the	Congress	
Secretariat	on	March	8,	2021,	for	him	to	be	Member	of	International	Advisory	Board	
of	2nd	IAC	and	for	ISPGR	to	join	as	partners	in	organizing	the	2nd	IAC.	Both	requests	
have	been	agreed.	Thereafter,	a	meeting	was	held	on	April	1,	2021	between	ISPGR	
EC	 (Dr	 Kuldeep	 Singh,	 Anuradha	 Agrawal	 and	 Sunil	 Archak)	 and	 Dr	 Carlo	 Fadda	
(Alliance	Bioversity-CIAT),	Rome	and	Dr	Romano	De	Vivo	 (Congress	Coordinator).	
Based	 on	 our	 suggestion,	 the	 Congress	 Secretariat	 shall	 re-launch	 the	 call	 for	
abstracts	with	further	information	and	the	new	deadline	for	abstract	submission	(+	
1	month,	i.e.	May	18,	2021).	

Names	 of	 scientists	 have	 been	 invited	 from	 ISPGR	 for	 three	 scientific	 sub-
committees	 (consumption,	 production,	 and	 conservation)	 to	 help	 select	 abstracts	
and	provide	valuable	support	to	Danny,	Chair	of	the	Scientific	Committee.	Further	a	
Rolling	Committee	is	also	to	be	suggested,	which	can	contribute	in	taking	the	event	
forward	 in	 future.	 The	 Congress	 Secretariat	 has	 also	 shared	 the	 draft	 of	 ‘Rome	
Declaration	on	Agrobiodiversity’	for	inputs.	The	ISPGR	shall	be	also	be	prepraring	to	
hold	a	parallel	session/pre-event	for	the	2nd	IAC.		

	
(Anuradha	Agrawal)	
General	Secretary	 	
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Annexure 4 
Report	of	the	Editor-in-Chief,	IJPGR	

1. Current	status	of	manuscripts		
	

i. 	 Total	number	of	manuscripts	 53	
ii. 	 Number	of	manuscripts	under	Review	 32	
iii. 	 Number	of	manuscripts	under	editorial	process	 12	
iv. 	 Number	of	manuscripts	under	authors’	revision	 9	

	

	
	

	
	
	

(Sunil Archak) 

Editor-in-Chief 
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Annexure 5 
Report	of	the	Treasurer	

• The	financial	status	of	ISPGR	(as	on	March	31,	2021)	is	as	follows:	
	
Particulars	 Amount	(Rs.)	
Bank:	Fixed	Deposit	 69,03,757.20	
Bank:	saving	account	 3,14,901.04	
Cash	in	hand	 20,464.00	
	
• The	income	details	(2020-2021)	are	as	follows:	
	
Source	 Amount	(Rs.)	
Income	tax	return	FY-2017-18	 9,72,630.00	
Donation	for	National	Webinar	from	Bioversity	International	&	CIAT	 2,00,000.00	
Donation	for	National	Webinar	Federation	of	Seed	Industry	of	India	 98,500.00	
IJPGR	Subscription	Diva	Enterprises	Pvt.	Ltd.	 1,20,251.00	
ICAR	grant	for	IJPGR	publication	2020-21	 1,68,074.00	
Membership	(Life)	 2,50,000.00	
Membership	(Institutional)	 60,000.00	
Membership	(Annual)	 16,000.00	
IJPGR	Colour	Printing	Charges	 16,000.00	
Bank	Interest	 8,168.56	
TOTAL	 19,09,623.56	
	
• The	expenditure	details	(2020-2021)	are	as	follows:	

Head	 Amount	(Rs.)	
Salary	&	honorarium	 3,02,000.00	
Contribution	of	ISPGR	for	National	Seminar	on	Crop	Breeding	(BAU),	Ranchi	 50,000.00	
Window	AC,	with	stabilizer	and	fitting	charges	 32,500.00	
CA	services	annual	audit	and	Filling	ITR	and	Income	Tax	Refund	for	A.Y	17-18	 85,550.00	
Postage	and	stationery	 17,069.00	
Printing	letter	head	and	designing	for	awards	announcements	 6,440.00	
Toner	Cartridge	Printer	and	Computer	Accessories		 8,346.00	
Photography	ISPGR	Function	 5,000.00	
Travel	(local)	 5,100.00	
Refreshment	for	ISPGR	Meeting	 872.00	
Bank	Charges	 374.00	
Proceeding	 of	 National	 Webinar	 on	 Implementation	 of	 Access	 to	 Plant	 Genetic	
Resources	and	Benefit	Sharing	

86,376.00	

IJPGR	Vol	33(1),	2020	 76,073.00	
IJPGR	Vol	33(2),	2020	 89,882.00	

Total	 7,65,522.00	
	
• ISPGR	Membership	details	(as	on	31	March,	2021)	
	
Total	ISPGR	life	members		 789	
Life	Members,	1April,	2020	to	31March,	2021		 50	
Institutional	Members,	1	April,	2020	to	31March,	2021	 3	
Annual	Members,	1April,	2020	to	31March,	2021	 16	

	

	
(Dinesh	Kumar)	
Treasurer,	ISPGR	
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Annexure	6	
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